

Town of Washington Board of Appeals
Public Hearing
May 22, 2014
7PM

In attendance:  Board -   Bob Temple, CEO, Norman Casas, Chairman, Henry Chapman, Vice Chairman/Secretary, Dorothy Sainio, James Kearney, Lowell Freiman, Thomas Potter, alternate and Attorney, Peter Drummond.  
Public – Jamie Carle, Ted Johnston, Wesley Daniel, Henry Sainio, Jim Bowers, Carol Slone, and Robert Marks

The meeting was called to order at 7:20pm.

A quorum was established by each board member introducing themselves.  

All in attendance read handouts from Jim Bowers and Robert Marks.  The handouts were their thoughts on the matter to be discussed.

The meeting was called to order ty Norman Casas at 7:30pm.  There was discussion about Norman running the meeting because he waived his right to vote and picked an alternate at the last meeting.  Attorney, Peter Drummond and Norman Casas conferenced.  Norman returned to the meeting and stepped down to sit with the public.

Dorothy Sainio made a motion to appoint Lowell Freiman temporary chairman for this meeting.  Henry Chapman seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

James Kearney made a motion to open the public meeting to hear the request of variance.  Henry Chapman seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Bob Temple read the Public Notice:  The applicant (J.C. Stone) is seeking a variance from the Performance Standards contained in the Town of Washington Mining Ordinance Article IV,  Section 2, F, 2 grown water impact.  The applicant is seeking a variance of the requirement “extraction shall not be any closer than 5 feet above the maximum seasonal high water level”  The property owner is Sunny Ludwig and the property is located off the Old Union Road, Tax map 4 Lot 18.

Henry Chapman made a motion to close the public hearing.  James Kearney seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Lowell Freiman made a motion to open the Appeals Board Meeting Thomas Potter seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Dorothy Sainio made a motion to postpone accepting the minutes until the next meeting.  Thomas Potter seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
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Henry Chapman made a motion to approve 6.3.1.   The need for a variance is due to unique circumstances of the property and not to the general conditions of the neighborhood.  James Kearney seconded the motion.  There was some discussion.  Vote:  4 in favor; 1 opposed.

Henry Chapman made a motion to approve 6.3.2.  The granting of the variance will not produce an undesirable change in the character of the neighborhood and will not unreasonably detrimentally affect the use or market value of abutting properties.  James Kearney seconded the motion.  There was some discussion.  Vote:  All in favor.

Henry Chapman made a motion to approve 6.3.3.  The practical difficulty is not the result of action taken by the petitioner or a prior owner. James Kearney seconded the motion.  There was little discussion.  Vote:  All in favor.
 
Henry Chapman made a motion to approve 6.3.4.  No other feasible alternative is available to the petitioner. Thomas Potter seconded the motion.  There was some discussion.  Vote:  4 in favor; 1 opposed.

Henry Chapman made a motion to approve 6.3.5.  The granting of the variance will not unreasonably adversely affect the natural environment.  Thomas Potter seconded the motion.  There was some discussion.  Vote:  3 in favor; 2 opposed. 

Henry Chapman made a motion to approve 6.3.6.  The property is not located in whole or in part within the Washington Shoreland Zone.  There was little discussion.  Vote:  All in favor.

Henry Chapman made a motion to approve the variance requested by J.C. Stone.  Thomas Potter seconded the motion.   Vote:  3 in favor; 2 opposed.

Variance is granted.  Attorney,  Peter Drummond will write the motion.  Henry Chapman made a motion to allow acting chairman, Lowell Freiman to sign the variance when completed.  Thomas Potter seconded the motion.  Vote:  All in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45pm.

Respectfully submitted,



Mary Anderson
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