


Planning Board Meeting Summary
March 10, 2015
7:00PM

In attendance:  Hank Aho, Jim Bowers, Dave Studer, Dave Williams, Rich Bouchard, Mitch Garnett, and Bob Temple
Public in attendance:  Kane Coffin, Janice Nelson-Kroesser, and Kenneth Kroesser

Mitch Garnett called the meeting to order at 7:05pm.  

Mitch asked if there would be any discussion on the summary dated October 14, 2014.  Jim Bowers made a motion to accept the summary as written, Dave Williams seconded, all in favor.

Bob Temple explained that Janice Nelson-Kroesser was present to request to revise the David Davis & Steven Brown subdivision which had been approved in 1981.  Bob had met with Kane Coffin, E.S. Coffin Engineering & Surveying, Inc.  

Everyone received a copy of the plan.  Kane Coffin had large prints which were easier to read.  Janice will take a 5 acre parcel out of Lot 3.  Kane explained that one lot will be split into two lots; proposing to take out a 5 acre parcel for Janice’s daughter.  In order to meet the minimum road frontage of 300 feet they have proposed a 60 foot wide right-of-way for a length of 50 feet.  In order to meet the 300 feet, to get required frontage, they added a right-of-way which is the same width as Homestead Road.  The soils were checked on the ‘new’ lot and they all passed.  Kane explained they have come to present their proposal to the board requesting the revision of the old subdivision in 1981.   Janice presented the board with letters from abutting neighbors in favor of the decision to subdivide her lot.

There is no specific procedure other than the fact that this request needs the Planning Board’s approval.  There was a lengthy discussion about how this subdivision is in relation to the whole map.  The Board looked at the tax map to better understand where the subdivision would be located. 

Jim Bowers asked if this request would fall under Article 5 Section 8 – Creating a Nonconforming House Lot for Family Members.  There was a discussion to explain and understand the frontage and right of way for this 5 acre parcel.   It was suggested, by Bob Temple, to make a back lot easement and leave the frontage the way it is presented and make it a family lot and which would be non-conforming.  The Board may approve the subdivision as presented; a non-conforming, family lot.

Finding of Facts:  Bob Temple read aloud Article 5 Section 8 D  The information required by the Planning Board in making its decision shall include the following:  Refer to page 17 of the Town of Washington, Maine Land Use Ordinance.  Questions 1 – 5 met; 6 -7 will apply for a permit when ready; 8 a new deed application will follow (Kane will email the legal description to Bob, when complete).

Henry Aho read aloud Article 5 Section 8 A 1 – 14; B & C -  all conditions met.  Refer to pages 15 & 16 of the Town of Washington, Maine Land Use Ordinance.

Dave Studer made a motion to accept the request for creating a subdivision under Article 5 Section 8 Creating a Nonconforming House Lot for Family Members under the condition that the deeds are submitted to the Code Enforcement Officer and meet all criteria.  Jim Bowers seconded, all in favor.  

All Board Members signed the plans for Kane Coffin for submission to the registry.  Under Conditions on the plans was written – to follow all criteria needed to meet Article 5 Section 8.

Bob Temple presented information regarding an inquiry for a project to locate solar panels in the Town of Washington.  The project calls for an array of 2,848 solar panels.  There is no application at this point in time.  Bob contacted MMA for legal assistance.    Bob asked for the legal opinion so that the board would know what the review process should be.  The general standards would still apply for usage.  There is an historical overlay that needs to be looked at as well.  With guidance from MMA, the board would come up with criteria to follow when the application is presented, which would address all of the above.  Kane Coffin had contacted DEP and found that DEP permits may not be necessary.  DEP is concerned about any wetland that may be affected.  The power will be sold to CMP.  Bob will put together a Find of Fact order and Kane Coffin will put an application together addressing all of the finding of fact, then the Board will review it.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Bob Temple also passed out a handout of information regarding what is going on with the Linscott’s.  The Linscott’s have entered into a consent decree and were supposed to submit a reclamation plan to the CEO which has been done.  The Planning Board is mentioned in the letter so Bob felt that the Board should have an outline of what is going on.

Jim Bowers made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:05pm, Dave Williams seconded, all in favor.

Respectfully submitted,



Mary Anderson
Secretary
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